
Dear family at Cannon Beach, 

I’m now in central Minnesota after having spent a few days with Michael, Shoni, and my grandkids, Jude and 
Jordyn in the Twin Cities area. I had a great time in Oregon with our son Tim, and he and I were able to see a 
lot of friends and relatives, even those in central Oregon (Bend, Oregon) whom we had not seen in over a 
decade. 

I’m excited that one of my apos /(grandkid via my cousin Dennis) there in Bend is now thinking about coming 
to the Philippines next year for a year to help us teach our Mangyan apos English. I could share with you for a 
number of pages of all the neat things I experienced while in Oregon, but one of the highlights was hiking over 
8 miles (14 kilometers) at the Mount St. Helens National Volcanic Monument.  I met up with a good friend of 
mine (Frank Hidens) from the Seattle area, and the two of us hiked together to catch the amazing views. The 
eruption in 1980 wiped out the vegetation in the area for 230 sq mi (596 km2) and even reached up to 17 mi 
(27 km) northwest of the crater. Amazing that even after 38 years it is still very desolate  – not many trees, but 
lots of flowers are now growing there. See below pictures of some of the cool flowers. 

 

Indian Paintbrush flowers with the blown out Mount Saint Helens in the distance. 

 

Penstemon 

 



A picture of the mountain I got from the internet. Neither Frank nor I brought a camera with us. Both of us 
made the excuse that we usually depend upon our spouses who almost always bring a camera with them. Oh 
well, at least I was bold enough to ask someone we met on the path if they could send us some pictures for 
me to send to you all.  [Thanks my new friends, Bob and Peggy, for the pictures you sent us.] 

 

Frank and Kermit with Mount Adams in the distance and Spirit Lake in the near background. There were a lot 
of logs in the lake as a result of the eruption. It amazed me that after 38 years they still were floating in the 
lake. If they were in some lake in the Philippines they probably would have decayed away after only a couple 
of years. 

Below: another picture of Mount Adams [For my Filipino friends: Oregon and Washington have a lot of these 
snow capped volcanic mountains scattered here and there.] 

 

Below: what the terrain looks like on our hike. 

 

 



Plans: I plan to be in the Clarissa/Eagle Bend area until July 24 when my cousin (Gary Steen) picks me up to 
accompany them to their ranch in South Dakota. My brother Howard who now lives in Cody, Wyoming will 
meet me at the ranch and after a few days there the two of us will drive to Colorado Springs where I plan to 
meet with the staff at Biblica (which used to be IBS) to discuss the distribution of His Word in Tagalog, 
Cebuano and Hiligaynon into the hands of the poor. Pray for wisdom for me and for understanding and 
compassion on the side of Biblica. Then around August 2 I plan to fly back to Portland visiting friends and 
supporters that I had not seen yet during my first week in Oregon and to be with Tim for a few more days 
before I fly back to the Philippines on August 13. 

With regard to Raquel: Raquel chose not to go with me to the USA this summer since she had just seen her 
grandkids when Michael and Shoni brought them to the Philippines during the last part of April and first part 
of May. Raquel does not do well in planes with her bronciectasis – the air is too dry for her. Besides she felt it 
be best if one of us stay to guide our Mangyan students/mga apo/grandkids. Thanks to Skype I have almost 
daily contact with her and she and our Mangyan students seem to be doing well. 

Thanks again Lord for watching over us and all our loved ones. Hodu ladonay ci tov, ci leolam chasdo (Psalm 
136). 

Again we appreciate you all for your prayers and support and friendship. Hope to see many of you there at the 
church on August 5. 

Yours, 
Kermit for also Raquel 

Address of Kermit until July 23, 2018: 

P.O. Box 381 
Clarissa, MN 56440 
USA 

 [I have no phone #, but I can call you on Skype. Just email me if you want me to contact you via phone.] 

Headquarters (for gifts for our various ministries – please enclose a note saying “preference for the ministry of 
Kermit and Raquel Titrud”): 

Wycliffe Bible Translators, PO Box 628200, Orlando , FL 32862 

 


